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the complexities of trade and industry to the more subtle
social and cultural problems. Most of the Nationalist activi-
ties were under the control of the Junta with the exception
of diplomacy, which was under the Secretary of Foreign
Relations, the army, and public order, which came under
the jurisdiction of the Interior Police. The Junta was housed
in an old palace in Burgos.
The efficiency of the Junta was primarily due to the fact
that it was formed by a group of technical experts. The
Junta was made up of six commissions, each an equivalent
of one of the old Ministries. At the head of these was
an executive department led by General Gomez Jordana,
which resembled the old office of the Head of the Cabinet.
The commissions were as follows: Finance, Industry and
Commerce, Culture, Justice, Public Works and Com-
munications, Labour. Each commission included five
men and a president. Each president in his turn was
under the absolute jurisdiction of the President of the
Junta.
By the decree of September 29, 1936, General Franco was
vested with absolute civil and military authority. However,
the basic structure of the government remained unchanged.
It was a war measure. To quote Franco: "The implanting
of the most severe principles of authority, which this move-
ment implies, is not exclusively military in character, rather
it is the establishment of a hierarchical regime, through the
harmonious functioning of which all the powers and ener-
gies of the Nation will develop.. . . When the new Spanish
State becomes stronger and its development becomes more
normal, it will advance farther towards the decentralization
of those functions which are not essential, and every
region, municipality, association, and individual will enjoy
more ample liberties, within the supreme Interest of the
State."